The Integration of Leadership Lessons with Contests 

Below are examples of how a TSA leadership lesson can be integrated with a TSA competitive event. These examples are for middle school contests and can be found in the MS Total TSA CD.  The same integration applies to high school leadership lessons and competitions that appear in the HS Total TSA CD. Chapter advisors receive a Total TSA CD (either MS or HS level, as appropriate) once they affiliate a chapter with TSA.
Engineering Structure

Leadership skills promoted in this event:

• Critical Thinking 

Students make the best possible use of limited resources to build a structure. 

Use leadership 
lessons: Don’t Buy It and The Reporter


• Problem Solving


 Students build a structure to meet required specifications.

 Use leadership lessons: Leaning Tower of… and Try This!


• Teamwork

 Students work with a partner to build a structure.


Use leadership lessons: Airplane and Back to Back

Additional leadership skills promoted in this event:


• Communication


• Decision Making/Evaluation


• Organization
 Prepared Speech

Leadership skills promoted in this event:

• Communication

 Students develop proper communication skills for smooth and effective delivery.

 Use leadership lessons: It’s All in the Details and Did You Know?

• Creative Thinking

 Students use a given theme or topic to develop a creative position and unique method of 
delivery.


Use leadership lessons: Put Creativity Into It and The Five Senses

• Organization

 Students organize a speech and presentation to allow judges to better understand the 
message.

 Use leadership lessons: Organizing Your Words and Making Sense of it All
Additional leadership skills promoted in this event:


• Evaluation


• Self esteem
Tech Bowl

Leadership skills promoted in this event:


• Critical Thinking



 Students complete a written test on technology related questions.

 Use leadership lessons: Pros and Cons and Dish Spell

• Decision Making

 Students decide to buzz or not to buzz in on a question. 

Use leadership lessons: Taking Effective Steps and What Would You Do?

• Teamwork

 Students work together as a team to answer questions correctly.

 Use leadership lessons: Airplane and Back to Back
Additional leadership skills promoted in this event:


• Self-esteem
